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TIME PRESENTATIONS SPEAKERS 

 
1:00 – 1:10 

• Welcome & Acknowledgments; Meeting Overview  
• Announcing the newly elected 2021 SPARCC 

Executive Committee members 

DR. DAFNA D. GLADMAN  
Incumbent President, SPARCC Executive 
Committee 2020 

UUppddaattee  oonn  SSPPAARRCCCC  CCoorree  aanndd  CCoollllaabboorraattiinngg  SSiitteess’’  IInniittiiaattiivveess    iinncclluuddiinngg    EEdduuccaattiioonn  aanndd  TTrraaiinniinngg  22002200  

1:10 – 1:30 • SPARCC Recruitment Update 
• Comparison between AS and PsA 

DR. DAFNA D. GLADMAN  
Director, Psoriatic Arthritis Program, UHN- 
TWH; Co-PI, SPARCC 

1:30 – 1: 50 • Advances in Immunophenotyping T cells in AS DR. ROBERT D. INMAN 
Director, Spondylitis Program, UHN- TWH; 
Co-PI, SPARCC 

1:50 – 2:10 • Advances in Genetics of AS and PsA DR. PROTON RAHMAN 
Memorial University of Newfoundland 
(Genetic Core Site); Co-PI, SPARCC 

2:10 – 2:30 • Summary of 2020 SPARCC Pilot Project Awards 
• Overview of 2020 SPARCC Calendar of Educational 

Events 

DR. SHERRY ROHEKAR 
St. Joseph’s Hospital, Lawson Health Research 
Institute; Co-I, SPARCC 

2:30 – 2:45 • Mental Health and AS DR. NIGIL HAROON 
Co-Director, Spondylitis Program, UHN- TWH; 
Co-I, SPARCC 

2:45 – 3:00 • Metabolomics in PsA:  A New Frontier DR. VINOD CHANDRAN 
Co-Director, Psoriatic Arthritis Program, UHN- 
TWH; Co-I, SPARCC 

3:00 – 3:20 • Models of care -UCB grant, expansion to London 
• Physical activity - CIORA grant 
• Education - Planned PT observership/fellowship 

Ms. LAURA PASSALENT, PT 
ACPAC Physiotherapist, Spondylitis Program, 
UHN- TWH; SPARCC 

PPrrooggrreessss  RReeppoorrttss  oonn    SSPPAARRCCCC  PPiilloott  PPrroojjeecctt  AAwwaarrddss  22001199  
3:20 – 3:30 

 
 

• Project Study: “Macrophage Migration Inhibitory 
Factor Induces Abnormal Bone Formation through 
Endochondral Ossification Originated from Gdf5-
Positive Osteo-chondroprogenitor Cells in AS Mouse 
Models” 

Dr. AKIHIRO NAKAMURA, University of 
Toronto, Spondylitis Program, UHN-Toronto 
Western Hospital  
 

3:30 – 3:40 
 

• Project Study: “Investigating the Relationship 
between Biomechanics and Inflammation in Psoriatic 
Disease” 

Dr. CHERYL BARNABE and Dr. RYAN 
LEWINSON, University of Calgary, HRIC 
 

3:40 – 3:50 • Project Study: “T Cell Receptor (TCR) Motifs in 
Different T Cell Phenotypes in Ankylosing Spondylitis” 

Dr. SAYAKA NAKAMURA, University of 
Toronto, Krembil Research institute, UHN-
Toronto Western Hospital, Spondylitis Program 

3:50 - 4:00 • Overview of SPARCC’s Future Initiatives 
• Closing Remarks     

DR. PROTON RAHMAN 
Incoming President, SPARCC Executive 
Committee 2021 

 


